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HE history of art is a history of mankind. Since the dawn of reason 

and intelligence, from the primitive to the modern man, Art has been 
the reflection of his instinctive urge for beauty, and the expression of his 
ideals and emotions spiritual and physical. His aesthetic sensibilities 
have been enlarged or restricted by the changing character of environment 
and circumstance, by his thought and act, his needs and aspirations. 
From the time when art was prompted by purely local and personal con- 
siderations, the boundaries of each small unit have expanded, touching and 
flowing into each other, community uniting with community to form 
National arts, all finally involved in an inextricable complexity in which 
varied artistic impulses and influences permeate the whole structure 
according to their strength and regardless of their origin. 


The creation of an enduring art is accomplished only by the continual 
effervescence of ideas, through the selective and analytical powers of its 
workers, in the deliberate or fortuitous union of artistic elements into 
modes of expression completely in accord with the character of its age. 
The creative artist is the interpreter of his time, the success of his inter- 
pretation measured by the depth of his sympathy and understanding, the 
force of his aesthetic sense, and the extent of his technical powers. The 
truth of his conceptions can only be determined in the perspective of time, 
and to a critical posterity falls the task of final judgment and evaluation. 


The Ontario Society of Artists does not therefore, pretend to discharge the 
functions of the judge, but rather those of a medium through which Cana- 
dian artists of to-day may present their contributions to modern art 
expression. Whether one newly entering the field of the creative arts, or 
a worker of long standing, to each the Ontario Society offers hospitality 
which aims, so far as the collective and not infallible judgment of its 
members permits, to encourage and preserve whatever contemporary work 
has reasonable claims to public appraisal. It lays no claim to an ability 
to make the final decision, or to an incontestable authority on manners 
and methods. It does not attempt to determine arbitrarily the direction or 
scope of Canadian Art, to predict the genius or to prematurely condemn 
prevalent ’isms or idioms. ‘To ensure a crop, it takes pains to procure the 
seeds and provide as far as it can, the conditions of growth; and while it 
is undeniable that many seeds will perish from their own inherent defects, 
it confidently hopes that Canadian Art will be enriched by the fruits of its 
efforts of over sixty years. 


It is in this spirit that it presents its 61st Annual Exhibition. 


LAWRENCE A. C. PANTON, Pres. O.S.A. 


—* 


THE ANGLICAN CHURCH AT MAGNETAWAN By A. J. CAsson, O.S.A., A.R.C.A. 


IN THE PRINT ROOM 
March 3rd to 16th 


In the Print Room for the first two weeks of March will be found a special 
exhibition of reproductions of drawings by old masters. 


These have been selected froma large collection, recently acquired by the - 
Art Gallery for the permanentfcollection of reproductions —-heysre from 
the leading galleries in Germany and include facsimile studies by French, 
Dutch, German and Italian masters. 


GORDON WEBBER 

Gordon Webber, who is exhibiting a collection of his drawings and paint- 
ings in the Print Room during the latter half of this month, is a young 
Toronto artist who has spent his period of study and creative work almost 
entirely in Toronto and the north country. He was a student of the 
Ontario College of Art, the Art Students’ League, Toronto, and later 
teacher of art at Pickering College, Newmarket, and is a member of the 
staff of instructors at the children’s classes of the Art Gallery of Toronto 
at the present time. 


Gordon Webber’s work is characterized by a definite and courageous 
attempt to emphasize the meaning of form in relation to space. He is 
experimenting intelligently with various subjects—portraits, landscapes, 
etc. Like other young painters who are forming the new idea in Canada 
he is trying to escape from the bondage of naturalism, not into abstractism 
and what is known as “‘modernistic,”’ but rather to bring through a con- 
scious manifestation of design and structure. 


New MemBErs DuRING JANUARY, 1933 


Ballou, P. F. Kelley, M. E. F. Orr oun Ll. 

Burk, J.D. Kniseley, Miss J. Mabel Outhet, G. Fred 

Chantler, Miss Gladys Kruger, Dr. W. C. Park, Miss Edna W. 

Chubb, George W. Le Sueur, Mrs. R. V. Paul, James 

Collins, Miss Evelyn Louise Livingston, Miss Olive W. Payne, J.D. 

Crumpton, Arthur Lugsden, W. H. Pearce, Norman C. 

Davenport, Leslie A. MacDonald, Henry B. Pelletier, Narcisse 

Dickson; Dro WH: Mainprize, Miss Mamie Peroff, Pando 

Dunkley, Miss Edith A. McCally, Miss Ellen M. Peters, Fred C. 

Dunlop, Garnet G. Malott, Miss Esther M. Peterson, Miss Elizabeth A. 

Gorrie, Harold T. MacCallum, Dr. J. M. Phelan, Arthur Thomas 

Gray, Miss Mabel J. Metzler, Miss Gertrude E. Pike, Theodore F. 

Griffiths, Miss Geraldine Milne, Miss Margaret Thomson Porte, F. Stewart 
Margaret Moore, Miss Edna L. Procter, H. A. 

Haldenby, E. W. Morison, Miss L. Loraine Robinson, N. B. 

Hobday, John Mulholland, Robertson Speirs, R. M. 

Holland, Mrs. Edna Fraser Noble, Harold B. Sprachman, Abraham 

Hossack, Donald Ross Oakley, Sydney Sproatt, Chas. B. 

Hurlburt, Mrs. Dorothy M. Ogden, Walter B. Thatcher, Joseph Austin 

Jardine, Mrs. T. Stanley O’Hearn, Francis Peter . Weeks, Walter W. 


Johnston, Miss Grace 


PROGRAMME OF LECTURES, MUSICAL EVENING, GALLERY . 
TALKS] GROUPSTAN DI CLAS SH oSHORS MAR GH 1035 


Friday, March 3rd, at 8.30 p.m. 
6lst ANNUAL EXHIBITION OF THE ONTARIO SOCIETY OF ARTISTS. 
Exhibitions by Young Canadians. 


Monday, March 6th, at 8.30 p.m. 
REVIEW OF CURRENT EXHIBITION. 
ee CAPANTONG SE Oona: 


The President of the Ontario Society of Artists will speak on the Annual 
Exhibition of the O.S.A. 


Monday, March 13th, at 8.39 p.m. 
ART IN CANADA. 
ARTHUR LisMER, A.R.C.A. 
An illustrated lecture on the development in all the arts in Canada. 


Friday, March 24th, at 8.30 p.m. 
MuSICAL EVENING. 
Two-Piano Recital by 
KATHLEEN IRWIN AND WINIFRED MACMILLAN. 


The programme will include the Bach Concerto in C Minor and variations 
on a theme by Beethoven, by Saint-Saens; also a group of modern num- 
bers by Arnold Bax, Grainger, and others. 


THurspAyY Morninc Mempers’ Crass: The discussion subject for this 
month will be mainly on Canadian Arts and Artists. Mr. Lismer will 
direct the class. 


FRIDAY AFTERNOON LECTURES 


The Friday afternoon Gallery Talks will be changed in character this 
month. A series of 5 illustrated lectures will be given by different people on 


“GREAT ARTISTS OF DIFFERENT COUNTRIES” 


Friday, March 10th, at 4.30 p.m. 
BENEVENUTO CELLINI, Florentine Craftsman, 16th Centurv. 


PETRRILAWORTH ALR Gas, Lond) OA. Director oleati,, Central 
Technical School, Toronto. 


Friday, March 17th, at 4.30 p.m. 
ALBRECHT DURER, German Artist, 15th Century. 


J. Rerp MacCatium, M.A., Ass’t Professor of Philosophy, 
University of Toronto. 


Friday, March 24th, at 4.30 p.m. 
CHRISTOPHER WREN, English Architect, 17th Century. 


MartTIN BAtpwin, B.A.Sc., M.R.A.I.C., Curator of the 
Art Gallery of Toronto. — 


Friday, March 31st, at 4.30 p.m. 
GOYA y LUCIENTES, Spanish Painter, 18th and 19th Centuries. 


ARTHUR LisMER, A.R.C.A., Educational Supervisor of the 
Art Gallery. 


Friday, April 7th, at 4.30 p.m. 
MICHELANGELO, Florentine Sculptor, 15th and 16th Centuries. 
FLORENCE WYLE, A.R.C.A., distinguished Canadian Sculptor, 
member of the Canadian Society of Sculptors. 

These lectures will be free to the public. Students and teachers are 

especially invited to attend this series. 


THURSDAY AFTERNOON GALLERY TALKS 
Commencing on March 9th, at 4.30 p.m., and continuing on March 16th, 
23rd, 30th and April 6th, the subject and speakers will be announced in 
the Thursday Morning Press. The speakers will talk on subjects related 
to the Ontario Society of Artists Exhibition and Canadian Art. 


Please Note:—These Thursday afternoon talks replace the usual Friday 
afternoon Gallery Talks. 


ACQUISITIONS 


The Memorial Exhibition of the work of the late J. E. H. MacDonald will 
long be remembered by the thousands of visitors who saw it. Such an 
exhibition may never be re-assembled. It is now on view at the National 
Gallery, Ottawa, and will probably go on tour through the Dominion. 


From this exhibition, the following purchases were made for the perman- 
ent collection of Canadian Art at the Art Gallery—‘‘Falls on the Montreal 
River,” which is a powerful canvas interpreting a phase of Algoma terri- 
tory, with dramatic emphasis on the striking design elements; a river flow- 
ing away from the spectator, bush country touched by the October sun, 
and the pattern of rock, trees and distance enfolding the blue ribbon of the 
river, presenting a striking theme of the north country. It is in the best 
period of MacDonald and the Gallery is fortunate in its possession. 


Also purchased from this exhibition a series of seven sketches of Algoma, 
Rocky Mountains and Georgian Bay, frequent haunts of the artist. These 
are invaluable, and as time goes on will prove of great inspiration to others 
in the art of landscape painting. 


PRIVATE PURCHASES 


During the month of January a number of the MacDonald sketches and 


the four canvases—Algoma Lake, Mountain Snowfall, Goat Range, Voung 


se Ue 


Canada, were acquired by Toronto and out of town purchasers. 


